
Executive Council 

Inner commitment 
to anthroposophy

Dear Members,
 

With the gratitude of this year’s AGM and 
after seven years of service, the physician 
Matthias Girke ends his active work for the 
General Anthroposophical Society and the 
Goetheanum as a member of the Executive 
Council. In September 2016, shortly after 
taking on the leadership of the Medical Sec-
tion with Georg Soldner, he was appointed 
as a member of the Executive Council and 
confirmed at the AGM in the spring of 2017.

It was clear at the time that Matthias 
Girke’s commitment to this task would only 
be for one office term. His condition at the 
time for joining both the Section leadership 
and the Executive Council was that he would 
work one week per month from his usual 
place of residence and his then place of work 
in Berlin (DE) and that he would also travel 
widely in the world on behalf of the Section 
and the Executive Council. This meant that 
he was less involved in the day-to-day tasks 
of the Executive Council at the Goetheanum, 
but more in perspectives of the Anthropos-
ophical Society and its manifold networks. 

Thank you to Matthias Girke

Having co-founded and built up the widely 
recognized anthroposophical community 
hospital Havelhöhe in Berlin-Kladow from 
1995, Matthias Girke focused within the 
Executive Council primarily on fostering the 
inner work of the School of Spiritual Sci-
ence, the working together of the Sections, 
the Esoteric Youth Circle and the increasing 
founding of theme-oriented groups within 
the Anthroposophical Society. The Execu-
tive Council thanks him most warmly for 
everything he carried and achieved in the 
past years.

Having passed on the Section leadership 
into younger hands in September 2023, Mat-
thias Girke will return to Berlin and as an 
emeritus Executive Council member con-
tinue to be active in medical training with 
lectures and publications, and to a smaller 
extent he will continue in medical practice.

Executive Council terms of office

Could Matthias Girke not have continued his 
activity on behalf of the Executive Council 
at the Goetheanum? While up until 2011 
membership of the Executive Council of the 
General Anthroposophical Society was for 
life (unless someone stepped down earlier), 
the Executive Council, following a no-con-
fidence motion at the 2011 AGM, proposed 
restricting terms in office to seven years, a 
regulation that is still valid today. There is 
also an agreement within the Goetheanum 
Leadership to recommend making space for 
younger colleagues once one has reached 
the age of 70.

Even if Matthias Girke steps down from 
active responsibilities he, like other emer-
itus Council members, will remain closely 
connected with us in his inner commitment 
to anthroposophy. | Justus Wittich, Goet-
heanum
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Marketplace of ideas

The spark of change
What does the World Social Initiative Forum (WSIF) do exactly?1 Is there a product?  
From the impulse of Ute Craemer and Truus Geraets of building bridges in 2000 to 
Joan Sleigh’s direction since 2015, WSIF has developed into spaces of encounter to  
build a spiritual network on a social foundation. But what do we mean by that?

In an age of fast technological advance-
ments and paradoxically being ‘always 
available but not really here,’ such spaces 
of conscious meeting have become a human 
need – a social and spiritual nourishment 
that no screen can provide. Hence, the WSIF 
Forums are not ‘just something social’ or 
‘nice-to-have with no concrete value.’ They 
are a marketplace of ideas and social action, 
where initiatives worldwide are recognized 
and celebrated as sources of inspiration. A 
living testament that change is possible only 
when two or three gather and show up no 
matter what the odds are. We are not speak-
ing of utopian ideals here. We are speaking 
of the daily toil of making the impossible 
possible – understanding the challenges 
of our time, finding out our resources, and 
developing ourselves as individuals and as 
a community, so that good may become.2

Close to the pulse of our time

In each Forum, we are met with the actual 
social questions and needs of the places 
and the communities we visit. Questions on 
how do we care for the health of the earth 
so that the individual and society-at-large 
can be healthy, explored in India in 2016 to 
individual unfolding and new forms of lead-
ership in service of Others taken as focus in 
SEKEM, Egypt (2019), with Elderberries and 
Sunbridge Collective in Detroit, USA (2022) 
and in Ruskin Mill, UK (2023) brought us clos-
er to the pulse of our time. A theme that has 
become a red thread for WSIF through the 
years is interculturality, which was tackled 
in Forums with CRI-International and Monte 
Azul in Japan (2018), at the Goetheanum in 
Switzerland (2021), with Perito Moreno Wal-
dorf School in Argentina (2023) and with the 
East Africa Association and Rudolf Steiner 
School Mbagathi in Kenya (2024). How do 
we foster diversity in the anthroposophical 
movement so that a cosmopolitan society 
can truly emerge? How do we encourage 
plurality in a world that actually asks that 
of us? Who meets whom - and how?

Attentive, responsible, free

There is no product. It is a process. To ac-
tually meet the Other is what drove us 
to do what we do. It means listening - to 

the wisdom of the place that hosts us; the 
pressing questions and social needs of our 
time; and the unfolding of each other, where 
the spark of change residing in us is waiting 
to be awakened. It means a genuine meeting 
of I and You as equals, more so the worlds 
that connect us. Of I with another I. Held 
attentively, responsibly, freely in a space of 
remembering and utter newness. Upholding 
becoming with courage, awareness and love. 
| Nicole Asis, Dornach (CH)

  ■ Pause for thought
Rudolf Steiner

The earth is  
the cosmos of love
How the great progress of humanity 
is drummed even into the heads of 
children – the invention of paper, 
for instance! Well, wasps already 
produced paper thousands of years 
ago […]. In principle, everything we 
will invent in the course of earth 
evolution, already exists in nature. 
What human beings will really give 
to the earth is the love that will 
evolve from its most sensuous to its 
most spiritualized state. This is the 
task of earth evolution. The earth is 
the cosmos of love. […]. In order to 
be able to love another person, one 
needs to be fully self-aware and au-
tonomous. No one can love another 
fully if this love is not freely given. 
[…]  This is why we had to become 
‘I’-beings […]

Source GA 103, 20 May 1908
Relates to Artificial Intelligence, p. 14f.

Nicole Asis, born and raised in Manila, music thera-
pist, music teacher, musician and photographer. She 
has been a co-worker of the World Social Initiative 
Forum since 2019 and currently lives in Switzerland.
Web ww.worldsocialinitiativeforum.org

Image World Social In-
itiative Forum in Kenya 
in 2024, photo: Nicole 
Asis; Nicole Asis, pho-
to: Joan Sleigh
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Medical Section

Pandemic Agreement 
and WHO Health  
Regulations
The WHO is working on a Pandemic Treaty 
and on International Health Regulations. 
Formulations so far seem to be more 
open-ended, offering greater scope for in-
terpretation.

During Covid, medicine and politics became 
intermingled as two very different aspects 
of life in a way that was very uncomfortable 
for many people. Now we are seeing broad 
efforts to unify global health policy strate-
gies and standardize treatment protocols. In 
contrast to that there are efforts – particu-
larly in Anthroposophic Medicine and in the 
Anthroposophical Society – to promote and 
defend individual medical decision-making.

In view of the negotiations within the 
World Health Organization (WHO) on a 
proposed Pandemic Agreement (or Pan-
demic Treaty), the leadership of the Medical 
Section at the Goetheanum would like to 
contribute some relevant aspects to this 
question (for a fuller – German – version 
see Das Goetheanum 17/2024.)

Ongoing negotiations 

Two important processes are running in 
parallel at the WHO and will lead to a vote 
at the World Health Assembly in May. Nego-
tiations on the Pandemic Agreement began 
in 2022; we are referring here to the draft 
status of early March 2024 (apps.who.int/gb/
inb/pdf_files/inb9/A_inb9_3-en.pdf). The 
revision of the International Health Regula-
tions (IHR) is less visible. Although the IHR 
negotiations can be followed online, there 
are currently no drafts available for inspec-
tion. The last publicly available document is 
the third IHR revision from 2005. 

This revision is complex because six-
teen countries have submitted more than 
300 amendment proposals (www.who.int/
news-room/questions-and-answers/item/
international-health-regulations-amend-
ments). Some of these have different aims 
and are being analyzed by a WHO review 
committee.  The next and final meeting of 
the two WHO committees will take place 
from 22 to 26 April 2024.

More open formulations

A central question regarding the Pandem-
ic Agreement is how countries can share 
pathogen data such as virus samples and 

associated resources more justly. It was 
triggered by the fact that rich countries 
bought up almost all Covid-19 vaccines for 
themselves during the pandemic and re-
sisted demands to allow poor countries to 
produce their own, cheaper medicines and 
vaccines (page 2). While the call for inter-
national cooperation was a driving force in 
the negotiations, the commitment of rich 
countries and industry to share resources 
and technologies was greatly attenuated. 
These aspects are most clearly addressed 
in Articles 9 to 13 of the Agreement.

One noticeable aspect of the current 
draft compared to the one published in 
October 2023 is that the language has be-
come more open and less binding, using 
formulations such as ‘taking into account 
its national circumstances and capacities’ 
(Article 5), ‘within means and resources at 
their disposal’ (Article 6) and ‘cooperate as 
appropriate’ (Article 7). On the one hand, 
national sovereignty is preserved; on the 
other, it seems open and unpredictable what 
countries will do and how they will interpret 
certain guidelines or agreements.

Previously, the Use of Terms section (pag-
es 3f.) contained a definition of ‘pandemic’ 
and the new term ‘infodemic’. The deletion 
of a definition of ‘pandemic’ could have to 
do with the more open language but leaves 
room for interpretation with a correspond-
ing risk of misuse. The term ‘infodemic’ is 
now ‘only’ discussed in relation to Article 18.

The Pandemic Agreement gives less cause 
for fear regarding additional powers for 
the WHO to order isolation or compulsory 
vaccinations, for example. However, health 
policy ‘enforcement measures’ are covered 
by the IHR.

The sovereignty of the countries is only 
affected to the extent that the rich countries 
must in principle support the poorer coun-

tries by providing vaccines and other pan-
demic-related materials, but this is basically 
cancelled out again by vague formulations.

Potential for danger

It is also clear from the Pandemic Agree-
ment document, however, that the intend-
ed strategy for combating a pandemic is a 
broadly rolled out vaccination programme. 
Decisions on the administration of vacci-
nations, including possible sanctions, are 
left to the individual countries, which does 
not necessarily mean that they will respect 
the rights of their citizens. Advocacy for the 
protection of individual decisions – espe-
cially with regard to compulsory immuni-
zation – must therefore also take place at 
national level. 

Article 18 on Communication and Public 
Awareness is also of particular interest. The 
aim here is to ‘counteract and eliminate mis-
information or disinformation, in particular 
through risk communication and effective 
involvement of the population’. 

The parties ‘shall, as appropriate, pro-
mote and/or conduct research and inform 
policies on factors that hinder or strength-
en adherence to public health and social 
measures in a pandemic, as well as trust 
in science and public health institutions 
and agencies’. This also involves ‘developing 
best practices to increase the accuracy and 
reliability of crisis communication.’

What constitutes ‘misinformation’ can 
be interpreted very differently and is often 
a question of personal perspective, experi-
ence and motivation. In the age of digital 
and social media, these aspects can become 
even more confusing. Article 18 is a particu-
lar challenge for Anthroposophic Medicine 
and other traditional, complementary or 
integrative (TCI) medical approaches, as they 
do not fit into a standard picture of science 

  ■ School of Spiritual Science
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or research. Medical perspectives that go 
beyond or deviate from the general views 
could then be criticized or suppressed. As 
recent years have shown, such attacks are 
becoming increasingly frequent and are of-
ten (also) directed against Anthroposophic 
Medicine. It will continue to be necessary 
to find ways of communicating anthropos-
ophical perspectives openly and clearly. The 
actual impact of these general negotiations 
will not be fully known until the proposed 
IHR revisions are published. We will contin-
ue to monitor the process.

Complexity of interests and levels

The clash between medical practice and 
political interests will not end in the fore-
seeable future: we will continue to be con-
fronted with complexity. This means that 
we need to develop the ability to observe, 
communicate and act on multiple levels. 
We need to practise addressing the chal-
lenges at individual, communal, national 
and international levels.

On an individual level, we can each find 
our own understanding and then decide 
what is best for our unique situation and 
path. This is an essential part of a free spir-
itual life. Anthroposophic Medicine and the 
Medical Section will always support this.

At the level of community, it means that 
we need to cultivate forms of communica-
tion which inform and support many peo-
ple. We need to understand and appreciate 
that a broad range of views and experiences 
exists, even within the anthroposophical 
movement itself, and yet endeavour to con-
tinue to communicate.

Nationally, there are many rapidly chang-
ing political landscapes. The current pro-
posals to abolish reimbursement for ho-
meopathic and anthroposophic medicines 
in Germany are evidence of this. The chal-
lenges are also growing in other countries. 
Citizens’ petitions, grassroots initiatives and 
professional lobbying are becoming more 
important. 

We can see that the needs and priori-
ties of different countries are also becom-
ing increasingly complex. As part of this, 
Anthroposophic Medicine is experiencing 
wonderful growth in some countries, while 
in others we are under so much attack that 
anthroposophic practice is barely possible. 
As a medical movement we are shrinking 
and expanding at the same time, with differ-
ent needs for support. We have to be active 
in many places at the same time, always in 
relation to the local situation.

Internationally, the most urgent need is 

possibly to give our carers and therapists a 
voice and make it heard. We need to ensure 
that we find good (and perhaps new) ways 
to explain why our work is important and 
valuable. Many others are quick to catego-
rize or judge Anthroposophic Medicine, and 
their voices will dominate if we are not pres-
ent or are excluded from the conversation.

The need to broaden the picture of health 
and illness is also shared by many other TCI 
groups. The TCI organization’s support of 
Anthroposophic Medicine and our contribu-
tions to shaping the TCI Health Statement 
are examples of how this can be done?* We 
look forward to remaining in conversation 
as we continue to stand up to these great 
challenges together. | Adam Blanning, Mar-
ion Debus, Karin Michael, Goetheanum

Image (page 3) The WHO building in Geneva, 
photo: who / Pierre Albouy 
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Section for Social Sciences

World Social Initiative  
in transition
The World Social Initiative Forum (WSIF) 
promotes independence in local cultural 
contexts. The team is now returning the 
stewardship of the projects to the Section 
for Social Sciences, from where it will be 
passed on to the new Section for Inclusive 
Social Development. 

The World Social Initiative Forum (WSIF), 
founded in 2000 through the initiative of 
Ute Craemer and Truus Geraets (1930-2023) 
has become a global network of spiritually 
inspired individuals and organizations that 
foster social equity and diversity within local 
groupings, to connect as a global multicul-
tural society. 

Building bridges

‘Bridge-building was and continues to 
be our motto,’ says Ute Craemer, ‘bridging 
between the grassroots and the financial 
worlds, between anthroposophy and indig-
enous cultures, between the life dreams of 
young people living in slums and the youth 
living in gated communities, between the 
spiritual and the earthly worlds.’ And Truus 
Geraets always used to say, We also hope 
for close cooperation with all the sections 
at the Goetheanum and individuals from 
multi-ethnic projects - that all voices may 
be heard in dialogue.’ 

As a project of the Section for Social Sci-
ences at the Goetheanum the WSIF Team 
consisted of six young individuals, led by 
Joan Sleigh. Since 2015, WSIF has hosted 
multiple forums: in Asia (India 2016 and 
Japan 2018); in Europe (Switzerland 2018-
2019 & 2021, UK 2023); in South America 
(Brazil 2019, Argentina 2023); in North Amer-
ica (USA 2022), and Africa (Egypt 2019 and 
Kenya 2024). 

Each WSIF Forum promoted the free un-
folding of individual potential, nurtured 
genuine interest in others, supported an 
economy that serves the needs of all and 
engaged in care for the earth as a living or-
ganism. The events addressed the socio-cul-
tural challenges relevant to the different 
places, by co-hosting interactive dialogues, 
practices and communal learning. 

The work of the WSIF transitioned online 
at the onset of the Covid pandemic. This 
enabled local dialogues and socio-political 
challenges to be explored on a global basis, 
resulting in the development of a multi-
cultural research community. The events 
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Section for Performing Arts

New further training  
in Speech and Drama
From 18 to 23 March 2024 the first seminar 
of a new further training in Speech and 
Drama took place at the Goetheanum, un-
der the direction of Markus Schoenen.

While singers, musicians and eurythmists 
were practising in literally every room in the 
Goetheanum building for the forthcoming 
performance of Richard Wagner’s Parsifal 
and, in awareness of this an elevated atmo-
sphere prevailed everywhere, a memorable 
event took place in the modest ‘Baking Oven 
Room’ in the Schreinerei building, with some 
rain dripping through the roof. This event 
was the course The Craft of Drama – From 
French Court Theatre to Post-Dramatic The-
atre.

Shared space of artistic activity

Within a week, thirteen people from very 
different backgrounds and with different 
attitudes, motivations and interests became 
a team, an ensemble. Personal interests no 
longer played a role, fading into the back-
ground as concentration and dedication to 
the tasks took centre stage. Everyone met 
the given situation bringing their own skills, 
growing beyond themselves into the big 
shared space of open artistic activity; out-
wardly, a simple, timber-clad room, half of 
which symbolized a stage for this one week, 
a space onto which every stage artist steps 
with awe and respect, in which every dra-
ma exercise, every reading and every scene 
becomes a transformative event.

There were no discussions about views 
but a task to solve: to mean what one said 

– ‘meaning it, not saying it’, according to 
the principle ‘literature has no place on the 
stage’. In this seminar, everyone who took 
part shared the experience that one cannot 
do art but create the right conditions for 
art to happen… . ‘The gods will then decide 
whether it is art‘, as we stage people say.

Markus Schoenen from Berlin (DE), 
who played Mephisto in the production of 
Goethe’s Faust at the Goetheanum, made 
his skills and his experience as an actor and 
lecturer at the Ernst Busch School of Drama 
in Berlin available to us in this seminar. He 
knows Rudolf Steiner’s Speech and Drama 
Course (GA 282), which is a hundred years old 
this September, in depth. Markus Schoenen 
began his artistic career at the Goetheanum, 
studying artistic speech, but soon moved on 
to drama school in Leipzig (DE).

The seminar met my own hopes and 
expectations in that personal experience 
became knowledge: that the often raised 
question ‘Is this situation about speech or 
about drama?’ does not really reflect the 
reality. What is real is the artistic training of 
the physical and ether body so that the will 
person is ensouled and become sufficiently 
permeable for the word to arise from and 
be formed by it. 

The seminar showed that artistic re-
search and teaching can happen in the most 
modest of surroundings, when skillful art-
ists become active, ‘for knowing how it is 
done does not mean that one can do it,’ as 
another stage saying states.

Spirit presence

At the Goetheanum one often reads or hears 
words like ‘world society’, ‘worldwide’, ‘open 
to the world’ etc.. In this seminar we could 
experience openness to the world. It be-
came tangible in our working together as 
experts whose mere skills engender spirit 
presence that can bring people together in 
artistic and social activity. | Ursula Ostermai, 
Gempen (CH)

Speech and Drama further training 2024
Course How to find access to the language in Rudolf 
Steiner’s Mystery Dramas, Caroline Wispler and 
Ursula Ostermai, 9 to 11 May 2024, 1 to 3 November 
2024, Goetheanum Course The Craft of Acting, with 
Markus Schoenen, 4 to 7 July 2024, 7 to 10 November 
2024, Goetheanum Flyer www.goetheanum.org/
fileadmin/srmk/2024/Weiterbildung_in_Sprach-
gestaltung_und_Schauspiel_neu.pdf Anmeldung 
/ Information srmk@goetheanum.ch Contact / 
Organization ursula.ostermai@bluewin.ch

Image Markus Schoenen, photo: Lucia Hunziker

fostered trust and empathy, ignited the 
unfolding of individual agency, and sup-
ported fluid transformation towards healthy 
community living in which each individual is 
acknowledged in his or her own uniqueness. 

WSIF has become an associative network 
of individuals and enterprises woven around 
the School of Spiritual Science by promoting 
anthroposophy-in-dialogue - drawing sus-
tenance from the spirit of anthroposophy, 
while offering the resilience and cohesion 
of the ancient indigenous spirit of the place 
where the Forums are hosted, as well as 
acknowledging its current context and its 
social questions, needs and abundance.

More regional independence

During the last two years, WSIF could 
once again co-host forums on the ground 
which has resulted in the work being taken 
up and continued in regional networks in 
the UK, in Latin America and in East Africa. 
These now join the existing regional SIF in 
Egypt and Japan. 

In celebration of WSIF’s coming-of-age 
and moving into independent regions, as 
well as due to individual biographical chang-
es in the WSIF Team, the stewardship of the 
WSIF projects and network will now transi-
tion back into the umbrella of the Section 
for Social Sciences at the Goetheanum. In 
agreement with the WSIF Advisory Board 
it will remain there until the new Section 
for Inclusive Social Development will have 
established itself enough to host the WSIF 
Network as an active collaborative partner. 
| Joan Sleigh, Cape Town (SA)

Web www.worldsocialinitiativeforum.org
Image World Social Initiative Forum in Kenia 2024, 
photo: Nicole Asis
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Natural Science Section

Anthroposophic explana-
tion of the climate crisis
The Natural Science Section’s project 
Earth’s Thermal Layer and an Anthropos-
ophic Explanation of the Climate Crisis 
brings climate together with an under-
standing of the earth organism.

 
The forming of layers is characteristic of 
life. It allows living organisms to create an 
interior that separates itself off from an 
outer environment. But these layers not 
only separate the interior from the exterior, 
they also connect the two. This simultane-
ous demarcation and connection can be 
very different depending on the individual 
organism and the layer in question.

Importance of the thermal layer

The earth also forms layers. In addition 
to layers of earth, water and air, it forms 
a warmth layer that permeates all of the 
former, as well as layers of light and ether 
that both separate and connect earth and 
cosmos.

For the layers around the earth to remain 
healthy it is necessary that they retain the 
characteristics of the elements and ethers. 
The earth layer for instance has a distinct 
boundary like a solid body, while the air 
layer no longer forms a boundary with the 
cosmos but gradually and infinitely dilutes 
into it. The earth’s warmth layer forms the 
transition from the elements to the different 
kinds of ether and, as is characteristic of 
warmth, it can permeate all the other layers. 
However, these aspects, particularly those 
relating to the warmth layer, have not yet 
been sufficiently researched.

This is the starting point of the Natural 
Science Section’s research project: global 

School of Spiritual Science

100 Years  School of Spiritual 
Science and its research today
With the Christmas Conference of 
1923/1924 the School of Spiritual Sci-
ence was also inaugurated. In prepa-
ration for the centenary the Goethe-
anum Leadership documented the 
School’s current research plans in a 
brochure entitled Insights. Some of 
the projects are introduced in An-
throposophy Worldwide.  |  Sebastian 
Jüngel

  ■ School of Spiritual Science

Visual Arts Section

New Art Studies at the 
Goetheanum
The Visual Arts Section introduces a new 
art studies course with anthroposophical 
foundations. The one-year course is enti-
tled The Enlivening Forces of Anthroposo-
phy in Painting, Sculpture and Architec-
ture.

Earth is in a fragile state currently and our 
perceptual field is changing. Anthroposophy 
can help us to find new ways and forms 
of expression and to position ourselves 
more strongly in a rapidly changing world. 
Rudolf Steiner’s artistic impulse conveys 
the enlivening power of anthroposophy in 
architecture, sculpture and painting, allow-
ing people to experience organic life forces 
and to recognize, experience and work with 
spiritual forces.
The Study Year is for people who wish to 
awaken and deepen their interest in the 
arts. In three terms, each of which can be 
attended separately, the arts of architecture, 
sculpture and painting will be explored in 
practice and deepened on the basis of an-
throposophy and Goetheanism. Experts in 
the individual fields will accompany the 
students throughout the year, while the 
students themselves actively contribute to 
shaping the learning processes, lessons and 
space. Community building and active col-
laboration are seen as central to the course. 
The course language is German.| Christiane 
Haid and Barbara Schnetzler, faculty lead-
ership, Goetheanum

Section for Agriculture

Collaboration 
with Steinbeisser
In a collaboration between Experimental 
Gastronomy initiative Steinbeisser and 
the Section for Agriculture, Elif Oskan and 
Selassie Atadika will cook at the Goethe-
anum on 30 and 31 August, using ingredi-
ents from the Goetheanum garden.
Steinbeisser and the two chefs Elif Oskan 
and Selassie Atadika stand for high-quali-
ty food, biodiversity and diversity – values 
that are shared by the Goetheanum,’ says 
Anna Storchenegger, speaking for the Com-
munications department of the Section for 
Agriculture. Chef Elif Oskan has a Turkish 
background and runs the restaurant Gül 
in Zurich (CH); Selassie Atadika is regarded 
one of the most prominent representatives 
of ‘new African cuisine’ and has a restaurant 
in Accra (GH).

Jean-Michel Florin, co-leader of the 
Section for Agriculture was able to inter-
est Steinbeisser’s Martin Kullik in devoting 
one of their events to the centenary of bio-
dynamic farming at the Goetheanum. For 
Jean-Michel Florin this is an opportunity 
not only for offering special gustatory ex-
periences but also for embedding food into 
an artistic context that includes specially 
designed cutlery, tableware and textiles 
made of organic materials, enabling un-
usual encounters with food. The dinners 
will be moderated by Martin Kullik from 
Steinbeisser and Jasmin Peschke, head of 
nutrition in the Section for Agriculture.

Biodynamic products are part of everyday 
life and cooking, but they also attract the 
interest of quality wine growers and repre-
sentatives of experimental gastronomy such 
as Steinbeisser. | Sebastian Jüngel

Experimental Gastronomy with Elif Oskan and 
Selassie Atadika, 30 and 31 August 2024, both 
days from 5.30 pm, Goetheanum 
Web  steinbeisser.org
Generic image Vegetables, photo: Sofia Lismont 

Art Studies 1st term: Sculpture, 7 October to 20 
December 2024, 2nd term: Architecture, 6 Janua-
ry to 21 March 2025, 3rd term: Painting, 7 April to 
20 June 2025 Registration ends 1 September 2024 
Web studium.goetheanum.ch/de/kunststudienjahr
Image Working with substance, photo: Barbara 
Schnetzler
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warming, for instance, is generally associat-
ed almost exclusively with the atmosphere; 
the concept of a non-material warmth layer 
hardly exists. 

If one tries to approach global warming 
as a phenomenon of the warmth layer, one 
finds that a natural scientific description 
of such a layer that seeks to measure the 
balance of non-material thermal radiation 
between earth and cosmos is lacking. This 
means that our project could ultimately 
succeed not only in reducing global warming 
outwardly to civilizational activities but also 
in describing more precisely the correspond-
ing inner side of earth as a being.

Relationship to human constitution

If one tries to initially describe global warm-
ing as a layer phenomenon, one can say that 
the releasing of warmth into the cosmos, an 
‘exhaling’ of warmth, is inhibited. To put it 
in a picture: the earth appears like a living 
being that, due to its constitution, is unable 
to let an exhaling, a releasing of warmth, 
follow on from the ‘inhaling’. With the cli-
mate crisis, the warmth layer’s permeability 
towards the cosmos is constantly decreas-
ing. We can also say that the warmth layer 
is degenerating into a solid, impermeable, 
almost solid shell that is losing its etheric 
qualities.

Does the earth not mirror back to us the 
relationship we have ourselves with our 
environment and with the cosmos, our own 
building up of layers? The human constitu-
tion – which like global warming reflects 
modern civilization and social development 

– seems to be marked by the degeneration 
of permeable, etheric enveloping layers into 
closing-off, isolating layers, even though 
the effect is the opposite: a cooling down 
of the body temperature. | Matthias Rang, 
Goetheanum

Natural Science Section

Goetheanism as key to 
understanding climate
‘In order to understand climate, one needs 
to understand life. A natural science ex-
tended by Goetheanism can offer poten-
tial solutions.’ This sentence describes a 
project currently carried out by the Natu-
ral Science Section.

The word ‘climate’ derives from the Greek 
word for ‘inclination’, a reference to the in-
terrelation of earth and cosmos: the inclina-
tion of the Sun’s daily trajectory in relation 
to the earth’s surface which depends on 
geographic latitude and is co-responsible for 
the earth’s great climate zones. Without this 
connection between earth and sun, which 
is also part of the earth’s thermal layer, it 
is not possible to understand the climate 
on earth. This research project is therefore 
closely connected with another of the Sec-
tion’s projects: Earth’s Thermal Layer and an 
Anthroposophic Explanation of the Climate 
Crisis (see page 6).

However, the research project on a natu-
ral science extended by Goetheanism does 
not focus as much on consciousness-build-
ing and a description of the warmth layer 
and climate but looks for ways of self-trans-
formation. This is particularly in relation to 
our own constitution, which is co-responsi-
ble for the climate crisis, because increasing 
atmospheric concentration and unabating 
(or rising) emission of carbon dioxide are 
ultimately only external symptoms of the 
climate crisis. In other words, they are only 
effects of a society that has lost its con-
nections with nature and with the earth 
organism.

Lacking connection with nature  
as spiritual cause

In the first Michael Letter (GA 26) Rudolf 
Steiner described how we have emancipated 
as human beings from our integration in 
the spiritual spheres and how we imagine 
that we alone are forming the thoughts that 
‘live’ in us, increasingly as dead thoughts. 
In the last Michael Letter, Rudolf Steiner 

added that we have also started to eman-
cipate from nature and that we are instead 
creating a ‘sub-nature’ that increasingly 
surrounds us as dead technology. The first 
and last letter together provide a picture 
of the inner and outer demarcation and 
isolation that many of us experience in our 
soul life and that could be seen as the true 
cause of many of today’s problems.

Goetheanism as a renewal  
of the relationship with nature

While anthroposophy can renew our rela-
tionship with the spiritual world, Goethean-
ism can be viewed as the attempt to renew 
our relationship with nature. To experience 
a plant as a living being that is physically 
and etherically interwoven with the earth 
and with the cosmos and that reflects this 
interwovenness in its shape, helps me as 
a human being to enter into a living inter-
action with plants, the sky and earth. In 
this sense, Goetheanism is necessary for 
a shared future of earth and humanity be-
cause Goetheanism enables us to combat 
the symptoms of global warming as well 
as focus on the inner and particularly the 
personal causes of the climate crisis.

Jochen Bockemühl, the former head of 
the Natural Science Section who, in his stud-
ies of enlivened nature, addressed environ-
mental problems early on, entitled his last 
little book ‘Does the world live within me?’ 
This question aptly addresses the transfor-
mational potential of Goetheanism for our 
self-image, a potential that goes beyond 
knowledge of outer life and that is funda-
mental to our research project. | Matthias 
Rang, Goetheanum

Donations science.goetheanum.org/institut/
projekte/die-waermehuelle-der-erde-und-eine-
anthroposophische-ratio-der-klimakrise
Image Blackboard drawing of Earth’s thermal 
layer, photo: Natural Science Section at the Goe-
theanum

Donations science.goetheanum.org/institut/
projekte/um-das-klima-zu-verstehen-muss-man-
das-leben-verstehen
Image The Alps, 2002, photo: Jacques Descloitres,  
nasa gsfc
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France

Chartres:  
beginning of a journey
The annual meeting of the Anthroposoph-
ical Society in France in Chartres from 8 to 
10 March 2024 reflected a vibrant society 
with the vision of an independent School 
of the future.

The model of the foundation stone of the 
First Goetheanum was presented in cel-
ebration of the hundredth anniversary of 
the Christmas Conference. This model, a 
gift by the Anthroposophical Society in the 
Netherlands, is to travel around the world, 
from event to event – a big journey that 
started at the 2024 public annual meeting 
of the Anthroposophical Society in France.  

The meeting, prepared by a small group 
under the theme of ‘wandering in the maze 
of our time’, attracted 140 participants. 
With its provision of lectures, workshops, 
moments of sharing, art and play, it was 
a co-creative event. The organizers kept 
the programme flexible and open to give 
space for improvisation, spontaneity and 
initiatives. 

Experience of thinking

‘Thinking’ was a central theme, with refer-
ences to Pauline thinking and the School 
of Chartres that opened up surprising 
spaces regarding the connection between 
consciousness and spiritual life. Retracing 
the roots of these spiritual philosophies is 
in itself an exercise in pure thinking that 
questions habitual ideas and unlocks new 
perceptual spaces. In a second step, experts 
on Rudolf Steiner’s Philosophy of Freedom 
took us through a process of contemplation 
and practice in order to come closer to the 
fundamental ideas of this work and experi-
ence the bridge between ordinary thinking 
and individual spirit experience. 

Different workshops formed sponta-
neously, including visits to the cathedral 
guided by authorities on this rich historical 
monument. Panels in the auditorium dis-
played extracts of an attempt to capture 
the Philosophy of Freedom in cartoon form.

On a map of France, places that the par-
ticipants are connected with were marked, 
showing that they came from all over the 
country and even from further afield.

Since anthroposophy is subject to severe 
public attacks, a mock court trial was staged 
in a carnival-like atmosphere. A judge, a 
prosecutor and a defence lawyer fed each 
other lines to come to a judgement on the 

unfortunate defendant’s fate. This contrib-
uted greatly to a very cheerful and convivial 
mood.

Enthusiasm and will

The last day was devoted to practical as-
pects and visions for the future. People were 
invited to talk about the contribution an-
throposophy is making to their professional 
life. This turned out to be an inspiring and 
enlivening ‘breath’ for coping with the man-
ifold tasks of life.

Inspired by the School of Chartres, an im-
age of the future was projected that showed 
the Anthroposophical Society participat-
ing fully in the contemporary cultural life 
through the promotion of the Sections of 
the School of Spiritual Science – with ever 
new contributions, reflections and proposals 
regarding the big challenges of our time. 
This future image, though still far from the 
present situation, awakened enthusiasm 
and will forces.

The meeting concluded with the picture 
of a project: an independent School of Spir-
itual Science that is effective even in public 
life and whose contributions clearly reflect 
the interest of anthroposophical research 
in today’s world. As one of the participants 
said: ‘Bravo to the courageous innovation 
and the participation in genuine research 
of young people at the forefront.’ | Louis 
Defèche, Goetheanum

Programme

100th anniversary
of Edith Maryon’s death
2 May 2024, 10 am to 6 pm Memorial 
for Edith Maryon, Goetheanum and 
Basel
2 May to 15 September 2024 Wake 
up call to our time. Exhibition on the 
100th anniversary of Edith Maryon’s 
death, Goetheanum Art Gallery
Vernissage 2 May 2024, 2.30 pm, Goe-
theanum Art Gallery
Web sbk.goetheanum.org/veranstaltungen/
tagungen-workshops-usw/einzelansicht/
weckruf-an-unsere-zeit 

Goetheanum Garden Park
19 May 2024, 10 am to 6 pm Open Day: 
Garden Park and Gardening Depart-
ment. Events on Earth, Plant, Animal 
and Human, Goetheanum
Web gaertnerei.goetheanum.org/fileadmin/
gartenpark/texte/Flyer_Pfingstfest_web.pdf

Goetheanum
25 May 2024, from 3 pm DorNacht. 
One ticket – many events, in Dornach’s 
cultural centres: Goetheanum, Kloster 
Dornach, Neues Theater, wydeKantine
Web dornacht.ch

Section for Social Sciences
25 to 28 July 2024 Family Festival Sha-
ping Life Together: asking questions, 
dancing, sculpting, singing, sharing 
concerns, playing, story-telling, pon-
dering, enjoying the sun, laughing – 
for all ages 
Web familienfestival.goetheanum.ch

General Anthroposophical Society
Member Forums at the Goetheanum
11 May 2024, 3 to 8 pm Schreinerei 
with livestream
8 June 2024, 3 to 8 pm Terrace Room, 
in-person only
17 August 2024, 3 to 8 pm Terrace 
Room, in-person only
14 September 2024, 3 to 8 pm details 
t.b.c.
23 November 2024, 3 to 8 pm details 
t.b.c.
1 February 2025, 3 to 8 pm Schreinerei 
with livestream

 Web www.anthroposophie.fr
Image Eurythmy at the French Annual Meeting, 
photo: Xue Li
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Germany

Enhancement
In June 2023 Gerhard Stocker became gen-
eral secretary of the Anthroposophical So-
ciety (together with Monika Elbert). He is 
a biodynamic gardener working in social 
therapy with juvenile drug addicts, as a 
Waldorf teacher and in teacher education 
at Witten/Annen (DE).

 
Sebastian Jüngel Did you expect to become 
general secretary?
Gerhard Stocker I would not have applied 
had the job been advertised. I have been 
‘asked out of’ my previous jobs around every 
ten years in the past. I have been active with-
in the Anthroposophical Society in Germany, 
as a representative in the conference of the 
German regional anthroposophical work 
centres (Arbeitszentren) and also served 
for a few years on the extended Council 
and then as a member of the Arbeitskol-
legium. When I was told ‘You’re in line for 
the position of general secretary’, I didn’t 
get too excited and decided not to count 
my chickens before they hatched. But then 
I was proposed as general secretary and 
confirmed at the German members’ meet-
ing in 2023.

Diversity in cultural life

Jüngel What are you looking out for?
Stocker Awareness of where we are is im-
portant to me. What does the situation look 
like from my perspective? I’m interested in 
the relationship between the anthroposoph-
ical movement and the Anthroposophical 
Society; the original idea was that this re-
lationship should be enhanced to achieve 
a certain unity. In my jobs and professional 
contexts, I have always tried to create rela-
tionships – between the meditative-mantric 
aspects, the motifs of inner development 
and the professional work. That continues 
to inspire me.
Discussing things from multiple perspec-
tives is important to me because that helps 
to get closer to what seeks to become. This 
is what is happening now. Occasional ‘rum-
blings’ are to be expected, because boundar-
ies are crossed and overlaps happen and are 
tested – I’m trying to be as open as possible.
Jüngel How would you explain in a 30-sec-
ond broadcast what the Anthroposophical 
Society needs?
Stocker We need diversity in cultural life. An-
throposophy inspires a view of the human 
being and of the world that encompasses 
their spirit and soul – a view that considers 

the humane and dignified development and 
constitution of our Society in all its organis-
mic nuances. The Anthroposophical Society 
also provides examples of successful prac-
tice in many areas of the public life: ecology, 
economy, medicine, education and others.
Jüngel Anthroposophy is often sharply criti-
cized publicly in Germany. Is the Anthropos-
ophical Society doing something proactively 
about this?
Stocker We have a PR office with three staff 
members. We set up a website against rac-
ism and these attacks have been abating 
noticeably since then. In addition to the 
magazine Die Drei (the three) and other 
publications, we also have our own news-
letter. We are also planning a website with 
FAQs on burning issues such as antisemi-
tism and other forms of discrimination and 
on anthroposophical concepts, which aims 
to provide easily accessible and comprehen-
sible answers. This also creates an effective 
reference for the public. 
We also take on the occasional legal dis-
pute to signal to the public that we are 
not putting up with untrue, distorting and 
disparaging claims and allegations. We use 
the tools of social media and we are visible 
in public, for instance with our education 
festival at Hamborn Castle.
Of course, any criticism needs to be scru-
tinized as to its potential justification, be-
cause we also have our blind spots.
Jüngel Are you also aware of neutral or even 
positive reports?
Stocker Yes, certainly! We get a good over-
view, for instance by using press screenings.

Active exchange

Jüngel What makes research spiritual-sci-
entific?
Stocker The exchange with others. We hold 
colloquia with scientific researchers and ask 
about the scientific nature of anthroposo-
phy and its effect on diverse fields such as 
farming, education, medicine and philoso-
phy. Our research foundation supports ten 
projects of young people every year.
Karma research was the topic of a big con-
ference that was part of an annual meet-
ing in Germany. We continue to work on 
the questions in colloquia and all kinds of 
groups. Research into formative forces is 
another important topic. A lot of active work 
is going on there. We have had conferences 
and more are being planned.
The engagement with the mantras of the 
School of Spiritual Science is actual research 
in my view. As part of our series of confer-
ences entitled ‘School in Development’ we 

are looking at diverse approaches, making 
a worthwhile contribution to the further 
development of this question. 
I think that in any field, research begins 
when one comes up against relevant ques-
tions and is able and willing to work on them.

Future struggles

Jüngel How do you see the relationship be-
tween fostering and creating culture in the 
Anthroposophical Society?
Stocker Even if there is less and less classic 
branch activity, a certain fostering of culture 
is taking place. In the Anthroposophical So-
ciety we have both: the more conservative 
approach and other projects, like the Edu-
cation Festival 24 for instance, at Hamborn 
Castle (DE), or the Social Future Congress, 
an alliance of associations with anthropo-
sophical roots. That creates culture. I see 
the discussion on the constitution in this 
sense also as an important struggle for a 
truly future-viable legal form that is not 
only valid for the Anthroposophical Society 
but can be of general interest.
Jüngel When did you last laugh about your-
self?
Stocker Quite recently, in the morning when 
I saw myself in the mirror …
Jüngel What do others not know about you?
Stocker I can’t throw out books. We have 
several thousand books in our flat. In my 
experience, when I do give a book away, I 
find within two weeks that I need it …

Web www.anthroposophische-gesellschaft.de
Image Gerhard Stocker, courtesy photo
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Portugal

Transformative power  
of the Foundation Stone 
impulse
Members and friends in Portugal have 
held decentralized meetings since the 
summer of 2023 with aspects of ‘100 Years 
of Christmas Conference of 1923/1924’.

In many countries and languages and in 
new generations, a spirit substance is grad-
ually arriving in the depths of our hearts. 
This needs time here in Portugal too, at the 
south-western edge of Europe. Our country’s 
contribution to humanity could be sum-
marized in the statement ‘the periphery is 
our centre’. 

And so our re-affirmation of the Founda-
tion Stone and Christmas Conference im-
pulse was also ‘peripherally centred’. We 
did not feel like having a big central event: 
instead several events took place, in person 
or online, locally, regionally or for the whole 
country, thanks to the active commitment 
of many friends and groups. 

An online lecture by Peter Selg on 6 De-
cember 2023 on meditating the Foundation 
Stone (‘Meditar a Pedra de Fundação’) im-
pressed many friends and led to a group 
from Brazil spontaneously producing a 
written version. 

Dodecahedron festively and joyfully  
committed to the earth

On 27 December we met, first in local groups 
and then online together, precisely at the 
time when a hundred years earlier, during 
the Christmas Conference, the fourth eve-
ning lecture was given on World History 
in the  Light of Anthroposophy. A special 
edition of the Foundation Stone Meditation 
in 40 languages, produced in a therapeutic 
community, was lovingly received. Space 
was also given to the physical aspect of this 
re-affirmation: seven initiatives had a copper 
dodecahedron, made to be festively and 
joyfully committed to the earth with the 
Foundation Stone Meditation and many 
good wishes from the supporting friends. 
A surprisingly clear overall picture arose: 
the laying of the foundation stone by three 
small educational institutions for adults, 
all of them situated in the northern half 
of our country, took place (on 21 October 
2023, 24 December 2023 and 7 January 2024), 
while the foundation stones of four Waldorf 
Schools, all of them in the southern half of 
Portugal and involved in extension projects 
are still waiting for the right moment. 

Since the middle of 2023 our movement 
for biodynamic farming has also been very 
active. Their centenary will be in early sum-
mer. Rudolf Steiner’s Agriculture Course (GA 
327) has been newly translated; five regional 
study groups have formed and meet regu-
larly. Around 6 January 2024 the Three Kings’ 
Preparation was made in a joint effort and 
has – as far as we know – been entrusted 
to the earth in more than fifty places in Por-
tugal. More is in preparation.

Our cooperation with the Anthroposoph-
ical Society in Brazil has also become closer: 
since the beginning of the year our friends 
here can participate online in their lectures.

In April we celebrated the centenary of 
Rudolf Steiner’s Course for Special Needs 
(GA 317) with two online lectures.

Our small but growing Anthroposophical 
Society contributed to all this, partly with ac-
tive support and partly in a facilitating role.

‘That good may become’ -  ‘que em Bem 
se transforme …’. The transformative power 
of this spiritual and physical foundation 
stone impulse is active in each of us, seeks 
to connect with all areas of life, builds com-

munities and lets us feel what is important. 
Can we call this a plan for the future? | Fritz 
Wessling, São Romão-Seia (PT)

New Zealand

Michaelic Impulse 
In Aotearoa/New Zealand the impulse of 
the Christmas Conference of 1923/1924 
and of the Goetheanum was commemo-
rated in several events – with the goal of 
working out of a Michaelic impulse.

Preparations towards the 100-year centena-
ry of the Christmas Foundation Conference 
were made in Hawkes Bay, New Zealand, 
in the New Year of 2023 by exploring the 
burning of the First Goetheanum. An art 
exhibition, talks and conversations were 
hosted. These were followed in February 
by exploring the differences between the 
First and Second Goetheanum buildings 
and what this represents in anthroposophy.

Further preparation took place at the Au-
gust Society Conference ‘Future Visioning 
and Action Manifesting the Fruits of the 
Foundation Stone Mediation for the Next 
100 Years.’ The Foundation Stone Meditation 
was explored in speech, a series of three 
lectures, group and art work, with members 
enjoying our first face to face conference in 
several years. |Michelle Vette, Hawkes Bay, 
Hastings (NZ)

Healing source of strength

In December 2023, four events were orga-
nized to celebrate the Christmas Founda-
tion Conference Centenary in Auckland. The 
events included an art exhibition, a concert 
with choral music, a eurythmy performance, 
and a three-day conference. The common 
threads at these events were understand-

Contact sociedade.antroposofica@gmail.com 
Image Four of seven dodecahedrons, photo: Fritz 
Wessling

Anthroposophical Society 

Worldwide commemoration  
of the 1923/1924 Christmas 
Conference

The centenary of the Christmas 
Conference of 1923/1924 with the 
re-foundation of the Anthroposo-
phical Society was commemorated 
in many countries. We asked the 
country representatives: How did 
you celebrate this anniversary in 
your country? What future plans 
have emerged from this for the An-
throposophical Society? | Sebastian 
Jüngel

  ■ Anthroposophical Society
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ing the significance of what took place 100 
years ago and knowing its relevance to the 
times we live in now. The Foundation Stone 
Meditation was used as a healing source 
of strength, inspiration, and a path that 
leads to transubstantiation. This good will 
inspired and encouraged the group to invite 
and include the wider community. Further 
activities are planned for 2024, with a focus 
on working out of a Michaelic impulse - ex-
pressed in the Foundation Stone Meditation.  
‘That good may become / What we from 
our hearts would found / What we from 
our heads will direct / In conscious willing.’ 
| Dianna Brinsden, Auckland, Titirangi (NZ)

 

Romania

Strengthening impulses 
from the School of  
Spiritual Science
The celebrations of ‘A Hundred Years’ 
Christmas Conference 1923/1924’ were pre-
pared in Romania over many years. Future 
projects include a social structure through 
which Christ, Michael and the being An-
throposophia can become effective.

The theme of the Christmas Conference 
has been present in the activities of our 
branches, at events, through conferences 
and workshops, and at the Society's general 
meetings which were designed as prepara-
tory steps for this centenary.

Over the past two years, groups from 
several cities have been working at weekly 
meetings on various themes related to the 
Christmas Conference, starting with the 
texts in GA 260, then finding important help 
in Zeylmans van Emmichoven's book, The 

Foundation Stone, and being carried further 
by books written by Sergei Prokofieff and 
Peter Selg. This work was accompanied by 
meditative work with the Foundation Stone 
Verse and the seven rhythms of the Christ-
mas Conference of 1923/1924.

Future tasks

The celebration of the 100th anniversary 
of the Christmas Conference at the Rudolf 
Steiner House in Bucharest from 15 to 17 
December 2023 was the culmination of the 
preparations of the past years. The structure 
of the event was threefold. On the first day, 
starting from Spirit-Recalling we looked at 
the history of the mysteries and how they 
led to the possibility of the founding of the 
New Mysteries on earth. The second day, 
through Spirit-Sensing, we contemplated 
the Christmas Conference event, trying to 
lift the veil of the mysterious act of the Lay-
ing of the Foundation Stone on 25 December 
1923 through Rudolf Steiner, then we worked 
together with the Foundation Stone Verse 
and the seven rhythms. We ended with a 
performance by the Eurythmy School of 
Bucharest. 

On the last day, starting from the con-
cluding lecture given by Rudolf Steiner on 1 
January 1924, we tried to practise Spirit-Be-
holding so that we can find out what our 
future tasks are and see where the good 
star of the Christmas Conference will lead us.

Full of enthusiasm after all these events, 
a group of 28 Romanians then participated 
in the 100th anniversary of the Christmas 
Conference in Dornach, together with mem-
bers from 40 other countries.

Three impulses were born from out work-
ing and living together: 
*	 Continuation of the work in the branches 

on the themes of the Christmas Confer-
ence.

*	 How to better bring the impulses of the 
School of Spiritual Science into initiatives 
so that they meet the challenges of the 
times in which we live.

*	 Further steps we need to take to become 
that social structure aspired to by Ru-
dolf Steiner at the Christmas Conference, 
through which Christ, Michael and the 
Being Anthroposophia can act in the 
world. 

| Vlad Popa, Bucharest (RO)

Georgia

Conscious of the  
Michael impulse
In Georgia, the centenary of the Christ-
mas Conference of 1923/1924 was first cel-
ebrated with a visit to the anniversary 
conference at the Goetheanum and will 
be commemorated in the country 
throughout 2024.

The council of the Anthroposophical Society 
in Georgia found it important to experience 
the centenary of the Christmas Conference 
of 1923/1924 at the Goetheanum, where it 
first took place. We also decided to devote 
2024 to events that will serve to raise and 
increase awareness for the impulses and 
significance of the Christmas Conference. 

In February three events with Philip Ja-
kobsen and Nodar Belkania looked at the 
Christmas Conference of 1923/1924 and the 
impulses arising from it. With only around 
120 members, the Society in Georgia is very 
small, but there was keen interest in all three 
events with up to 50 people attending. They 
came with many questions which were dis-
cussed either in the plenum or in individual 
conversations. 

The event entitled ‘The significance of 
the Christmas Conference of 1923/1924 then 
and now’ met with particular interest. We 
looked at the entire history surrounding the 
fire at the First Goetheanum, including the 
period leading up to it, when anthroposophy 
and Rudolf Steiner were threatened and 
attacked by opponents. The fire also signi-
fied a crisis within the Anthroposophical 
Society – despite the loving commitment 
of people from seventeen nations the First 
Goetheanum was clearly not sufficiently 
protected. 

Not without risk:  
continued work after the fire

After the fire Rudolf Steiner considered 
different ways of moving forward. One of 
these was the founding of further country 
societies from 1923 onwards, following on 
from Switzerland in 1920 and Germany in 
1922. These foundations reflected for Rudolf 
Steiner how anthroposophy lived in the dif-
ferent countries which was important for 
him in preparing the Christmas Conference 
of 1923/1924.

As part of his considerations Rudolf Stein-
er also decided to assume external leader-
ship. This step constituted both a sacrifice 
and a risk because he did not know how it 
would be received by the spiritual world 
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Web www.anthroposophy.org.nz
Generic image Tukituki River and Te Mata sum-
mit, Hawke’s Bay, 2006, photo: Philip Capper/
Wikimedia Commons

Web antroposofie.ro
Image Detail from Florence Baptistry, mosaic of 
Christ the Judge, directly above the main altar, 
13th/14th century. Photo: Jebulon/Wikimedia 
Commons
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and by the people in the Anthroposophi-
cal Society and movement. In taking this 
entirely free decision, which was not based 
on rational considerations, Rudolf Steiner 
connected his own karma with that of the 
Anthroposophical Society.

In 1924 important foundations took place 
such as biodynamic agriculture, curative 
education and others; in addition there were 
the class lessons, the karma lectures and 
much more. Rudolf Steiner realized however 
that his sacrifice had not been sufficient-
ly understood. In a conversation with Ita 
Wegman in 1924 he spoke of the demons 
opposing Michael and that karma would 
take effect if the Michael impulse did not 
win through.

We also found it important to look at 
Rudolf Steiner’s final months, when he 
hoped to recover again and travel to Greece, 
Palestine and the US. When he made the 
effort on 28 September to give an address, 
which would be his final one, his listeners 
had tears in their eyes: he did not have the 
usual spring in his step but moved only with 
great effort.

Impulse for individual spiritual develop-
ment and Christ knowledge

Jean Jaurès once said that ‘tradition does 
not mean worshipping the ashes but pass-
ing on the fire’. I can see the fire in Rudolf 
Steiner’s will-based decision, in the stat-
utes that left people entirely free, in uniting 
the deepest esotericism with the greatest 
publicity and particularly the Foundation 
Stone Meditation. These seeds were effec-
tive through the past century with all the 
problems within and outside the Society. 
They will continue to be effective in the fu-
ture if we can summon enough courage and 
inner strength to make the impulses of the 
Christmas Conference fertile for the earth 
and humanity. In the country societies in 
Central Europe with their rich traditions, 

there is much more interest in topics such 
as the Christmas Conference. In the east 
anthroposophy is above all an impulse for 
individual spiritual development and Christ 
knowledge. The statutes of the Christmas 
Conference Society or the constitution prob-
lem are hardly known here. We therefore 
used our commemorative events to read out 
and comment on the Statutes and tried to 
present the difficult constitution question 
in as much detail as possible. It is good to 
see that there is more interest in such topics 
than expected. We will continue to work on 
this throughout 2024, with invited guests, 
trying together to deepen our awareness of 
the relevance of the Christmas Conference 
of 1923/1924 today and of the importance of 
the Foundation Stone Meditation. | Nodar 
Belkania, Tbilisi (Georgia)

Web www.antroposofia.ge
Image Event organized by the Anthroposophical 
Society in Georgia, courtesy photo.
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Member forums:  
initiative and power

Within the context of the 
Member Forums, the group on 
Transparent Communication 
is carrying out communicative 
experiments. One of them is 
editing contributions (Anthro-
posophy Worldwide 1-2/2024). 
Andreas Heertsch (author) 
sent me, Sebastian Jüngel 
(editor) a contribution with 
the comment: ‘Please revise 
<smile>. Feedback welcome’ 
(author and editor know each 
other well.)
So I ask questions and suggest 
solutions. The author finds 
they are justified and proposes 
that the suggestions should be 
incorporated in the print ver-
sion but that his original text 
should be left untouched (with 
a suitable comment). ‘Hm’, I 
say, ‘that means we’re dealing 
with two text levels. I find that 
complicated.’ ‘Not at all,’ the 
author replies, ‘it will illustrate 
how you work as editor.’ I 
consider this briefly. Then: ‘Ok. 
I understand. I will use your 
original version in print too 
and add comments as in the 
word document.’ ‘Good idea.’
 
The history of Members’ Meet-
ings in the past hundred years 
reveals conflicts that did not 
reflect a free spiritual life be-
cause the outcome was deter-
mined by a power imbalance. 
In parallel to that, communities 
of followers formed time and 
again, a fact that points to 
problems of authority rather 
than sovereignty. Let me ex-
plain this somewhat tricky situ-
ation with a fictive example: 
 ‘Motion: The Members’ Meet-
ing asks the Executive Council 
to confirm that 2 is the only 
even prime number.
Rationale: The membership 
doubts the truth of this 
statement. The fact that such 
doubts arise indicates that 
the membership needs more 
spiritual guidance in such 
questions.’
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Different views 

A liberally minded member 
offers an opinion: ‘The claim 
that 2 is the only even prime 
number goes against the plu-
ralism of views that we wish 
to cultivate in our society. 
Everyone should be able to de-
cide for themselves whether 
or not they wish to share this 
view.’
A second, more esoterically 
minded member adds, ‘It is 
anyway rather bold to offer 
such restrictive judgements 
on prime numbers of which 
there are infinitely many. Who 
knows whether after millions 
of odd prime numbers anoth-
er even one may not appear.’
The proposer of the motion 
responds: ‘2 is most certainly 
the only even prime number, 
because by definition prime 
numbers can only be divided 
by 1 and by themselves. Be-
cause all even numbers can 
be divided by 2, there can be 
no even prime number apart 
from 2!”
Indignation spreads in the 
room. ‘How can you discuss 
such a problem so intellectu-
ally?’
The Executive Council, which 
does not wish to take a po-
sition in this case, commis-
sioned a speaker beforehand 
to submit a point of order 
stating that the motion can-
not be voted on because it 
interferes with the Executive 
Council’s right of initiative.

My question: Even if this 
ever happened regularly, 
is it still the case now? 
Example: the vote to re-in-
troduce the former subtitle 
of the weekly ‘International 
Weekly Journal for Anthro-
posophy and Threefolding’. 
Maybe it would be better 
to write: ‘Instead of the 
Executive Council, which 
does not wish to take a po-
sition in this case, a speaker 
comes forward pointing out 
that the motion could not 
be voted on because it in-

terfered with the Executive 
Council’s right of initiative.’

Since the Members’ Meeting 
is used to following the views 
of the Executive Council, the 
point of order is accepted.

My comment: that is really 
antiquated, isn’t it? Maybe 
you could write something 
like: ‘Is the point of order ac-
cepted? That is not certain, 
but it does not matter either 
because: apart from the fact 
that a motion which cannot 
be voted on …’

Initiative rather than power

Apart from the fact that a 
motion which cannot be vot-
ed on would need changing 
into a concern beforehand, 
motions to confirm the truth 
are simply nonsense. The only 
meaningful contributions are 
those that support the form-
ing of judgments. However, 
that is not really the task of 
Members’ Meetings, but be-
longs to the sphere of the free 
spiritual life. 
That the Executive Council re-
gards the request as interfer-
ing with its right of initiative is 
astonishing,

Feedback: ‘Well: your ex-
ample is fictive/real. But it 
remains fictive. Would it 
help to us the conditional ‘… 
would regard the request as 
interfering…’  to make clear 
that this is fictive?

since this is not at all an initia-
tive of the Executive Council, 
but the Executive Council is 
being called upon in its func-
tion as the ‘ear for concerns at 
the heart of the membership’ 
…
Over the decades the mem-
bership has been repeatedly 
polarized in ‘for’ and ‘against 
the Executive Council’. The 
latter no longer wish to accept 
the Executive Council’s execu-
tion of power which they ex-
perience as authoritarian and 
they are looking for ways to 
severely restrict these rights.
Contemplation of Rudolf 
Steiner’s approach at the 

Christmas Conference of 
1923/1924 – he spoke of the 
most modern society – has led 
repeatedly to dispute because 
of the attempt to derive from 
his words how the power 
should be distributed.
That according to my (very 
rudimentary) understanding 
Rudolf Steiner replaces power 
by initiative (and the required 
resonance) belongs to the 
principles that are only slowly 
rising to the surface. What that 
could mean concretely is some-
thing we first need to practise 
together, it seems. | Andreas 
Heertsch, Dornach (CH)
 
In a telephone conversation 
the author explained that 
there was not only a problem 
of power (Ahriman) but also 
one of authority, which added 
a Luciferic aspect. ‘People can 
read about that in the original 
contribution,’ I reply. Andreas 
Heertsch knows me well 
enough to be aware of the 
twinkle in my eye. Incidentally, 
this ‘frame story’ was agreed 
with him. He also intervened 
in that text here or there … | 
Sebastian Jüngel

Original contribution (in German) 
Andreas Heertsch: ‘We have both 
a power and an authority problem’. 
Web static.goetheanum.ch/assets/
archiv/Weltweit/Beilagen/Heertsch-
Wir-haben-ein-Macht-und-ein-Autor-
itaetsproblem-24.04.2024.pdf

Third world war or inner 
transformation and healing?

Fourteen million people died 
in the World War I, nine mil-
lion of them in battle and 
five million as civilians. In 
World War II, the number of 
fatalities was 65 million. A 
third world war would far 
exceed these figures in every 
respect. 
At the end of the 1960s, 
the Rand Corporation, a US 
military consulting firm, es-
timated that a nuclear war 
between the USA and Russia 
alone could kill 360 million 
people instantly. Within a 
short period of time, a further 
350 million people would die 
of the consequences of the 
war. The number of victims 
would continue to rise in 
subsequent months because 
the firestorms following a 
nuclear war would release so 
much soot into the air that a 
‘nuclear winter’ would ensue 
with acute food shortages and 
famine. More than 6 billion 
of the 8.7 billion people on 
earth would probably starve 
to death.

The danger of invoking a 
world war in the press

And yet, politicians talk about 
an imminent world war as if it 
were a party, some jolly piece 
of entertainment for all of us. 
Many newspapers and media 
are writing about it, trying 
to convince people that it is 
good and necessary. On 9 April 
2024, the renowned Financial 
Times, for example, published 
an article about the outbreak 
of a third world war, entitled 
‘Wider war in Europe no lon-
ger a fantasy’.
In addition, leading poli-
ticians express dangerous 
thoughts about such a war 
and, with the French, Esto-
nians and British already 
talking about sending troops 
to Ukraine, there is a real 
danger of war between the 
USA and Russia.

Original contributions

Michel Laloux: General An-
throposophical Society: New 
Organs? How about realizing 
Rudolf Steiner’s project? 
The contribution was first 
published in French in Les 
Nouvelles de la Société An-
throposophique en France, 
March/April 2024. (See link 
for an English translation 
provided by the author)

https://static.goetheanum.
ch/assets/archiv/Weltweit/
Beilagen/M_Laloux_What_
about_experimenting_Ru-
dolf_Steiners_project_24_12.
pdf
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Germany

Artificial Intelligence 
and informed judge-
ment
On 11 and 12 April around twenty an-
throposophical media representatives 
met at Wala in Bad Boll (DE) to talk 
about Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 
awareness of one’s own foundations 
for judgement.

Technology can make life easier but 
also brings its particular dangers, a fact 
that is also recognized by politicians: 
in March 2024 the EU introduced the 
Artificial Intelligence Act as an attempt 
at regulation. Is artificial intelligence 
going to jeopardise my job? Anthropo-
sophical media representatives also ask 
themselves these and other questions 
in relation to AI. Paula Cipierre of ‘ada 
Learning’ in Berlin (DE) opened up in-
sights into the current AI debate.

No AI without human involvement

AI systems generate texts in response 
to specific questions and based on key 
words (topics). While such texts used 
to be strongly standardized such as 
weather forecasts or sports results, it 
is possible today to present much more 
sophisticated and complex content. 
This indicates that certain intellectual 
capacities of algorithms can be copied 
by including knowledge systems. Paula 
Cipierre pointed out that manual skills, 
on the other hand, can still not be re-
placed by AI today. 

AI connects knowledge content on 
the basis of probability. The ‘intelligen-
ce’ in AI depends on the rules according 
to which content is selected. In other 
words, it is the intelligence of the indi-
viduals who set up the AI system. They 
include their skills and sometimes their 
weaknesses such as a worldview redu-
ced to white people or discriminating 
descriptions. However, the presentation 

  ■ Forum

This is exactly what Josep 
Borrell, the European Union’s 
Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, said 
on 18 April 2024. It is clearly 
no longer only a few countries 
that are invoking the spectre 
of a third world war in Europe, 
but the European Union has 
also joined this game.

Wars for peace?

In 1917, Rudolf Steiner sum-
marized the thinking of jaded 
politicians as follows: ‘Bloody 
wars must be waged until 
peace is achieved; everything 
needs to be destroyed first so 
nothing is left on earth to be 
destroyed – and that’s what 
they take for wisdom. To mur-
der for as long as possible in 
order to abolish murder, to 
combat murder, that is their 
wisdom!’ (GA 177, 29 Septem-
ber 1917). And that is the wis-
dom of today’s political elite.
My question is: how do we 
see this as anthroposophists? 
What are we supporting? And 
why don’t we take a stance? 
Why don’t we let the world 
know how the anthroposoph-
ical movement thinks about 
this? Answers to these ques-
tions are extremely important 
since most people today are 
unable to see what is trying 
to rise to the surface in these 
wars and declarations.

Causes of the current  
militant mood

What are the causes of today’s 
militant situation and mood? 
The simple answer is that the 
world’s leading powers have 
realized that the old system 
is no longer viable; it can 
only disintegrate. They can 
therefore only lead the world 
towards inner transformation 
and healing or maintain the 
old system by force through 
militant actions. Today’s politi-
cians clearly have no idea what 
a new, healthy society could 
look like, and they therefore 
choose war as a solution. This 
is what we are seeing today.

Recognizing the chaos  
in the world

But there is another reason 
for this situation. In the afore-
mentioned lecture Rudolf 
Steiner said that we must not 
forget ‘that the souls which 
did not absorb spiritual life in 
recent decades are thirsting 
for destruction here on earth 
because from this destruction 
they can draw forces for the life 
of spirit and soul after death. 
We are therefore called upon 
to do everything we can to pro-
mote the spiritual life, because 
that is the only way to divert 
the destructive forces away 
from the future of humanity. 
We just have to make it clear 
to ourselves that things used 
to be different in the past: not 
every materialistic age used 
to necessarily lead to an era of 
wars and devastation. In the 
future that will be different’ 
(GA 177, 30 September 1917).
Speaking in Dornach on 29 
September 1917, he suggested 
a solution: ‘No order can grow 
from the present chaos, not 
until a sufficient number of 
people recognize the truths of 
spiritual science. That will be 
the karma of world history. […] 
No order will arise from this 
chaos because there can only 
be order when a spiritual sci-
entific view permeates human 
hearts. Everything else will be 
semblance; everything else 
will seem like peace but be-
neath it, ever new fiery flames 
will be ignited, because order 
will not arise from this chaos 
until people understand the 
origin of this chaos’ (GA 177).
For me this means that Rudolf 
Steiner has provided a clear 
and unambiguous description 
of our task today. The ques-
tion is whether we have the 
strength and courage to meet 
the relevant tasks. My ques-
tion is therefore: what are we 
doing to direct the world out 
of this chaos? My choice is in-
ner transformation and social 
healing; I say ‘no’ to war. | Pe-
ter Takats, Budapest (HU)

  ■ Anthroposophy worldwide
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We are pleased to announce that the Membership Office at 
the Goetheanum registered 84 new members in March 2024. 
Between 5 March and 8 April 2024 we heard of 82 members 
leaving the Society. We have been informed that the follo-
wing 58 members have crossed the threshold and provide this 
information in their remembrance. | Membership Office at the 
Goetheanum

Ellen Collins, Odessa (ca), in 2022 
Marga Zähringer, Überlingen (de), in 2022 
Klaus Kekoni, Helsinki (fi), December 2022 
Pekka Saarinen, Helsinki (fi), December 2022 
Jouko Jokinen, Dragsfjärd (fi), in 2023 
Karlheinz Müller, Frankfurt am Main (de), in 2023 
Helvi Innala, Valkeakoski (fi), Februar 2023 
Eeva Pääkkönen, Tampere (fi), March 2023 
Jaakko Forsman, Helsinki (fi), April 2023 
Erkki Strandén, Vantaa (fi), 31 July 2023 
Josephine Druce, Palmerston North (NZ), 3 August 2023 
Ensio Vehkala, Oulu (fi), September 2023 
Ruut Boogaard, Driebergen (nl), 16 October 2023 
Marja Mannaberg, Vihti (fi), November 2023 
Val Maioha, Hastings (nz), 1 November 2023 
Pieter van de Stadt, Den Haag (nl), 8 November 2023 
Florian Roger, Hawke’s Bay Clive (nz), 25 November 2023 
Belinda Simcox, Napier (nz), 1 December 2023 
Dietrich Goldammer, Vernon (ca), 4 December 2023 
Hendrik van Heek, Zeist (nl), 7 December 2023 
Helmut Wagner, Wien (at), 14 December 2023 
Lars Hallqvist, Hamburg (de), 17 December 2023 
Thérèse Francoz, Canton de Hatley (ca), 24 December 2023 
Ulrike Dinter, Bremen (de), 21 January 2024 
Walter Wilmot, Ottawa (ca), 24 January 2024 
Nicolaas Zoon, Amstelveen (nl), 26 January 2024 
Erdmute Gatzsche, Hamburg (de), 28 January 2024 
Gertraud Scheck, Kitzingen (de), 1 February 2024 

Jutta Fedder, Hannover (de), 5 February 2024 
Raimund Remer, Amelinghausen (de), 5 February 2024 
Willy Buiting, Apeldoorn (nl), 9 February 2024 
Eric Weber, Birsfelden (ch), 9 February 2024 
Erika Bäumer, Wiesloch (de), 13 February 2024 
Jaap van Waning, Zutphen (nl), 13 February 2024 
Bart van der Leij, Capelle a. d. Ijssel (nl), 14 February 2024 
Meike van Tienhoven, Warnsveld (nl), 14 February 2024 
Ilja van der Linden, Hochwald (ch), 15 February 2024 
Leita McDowell, Toronto (ca), 16 February 2024 
Everardus te Witt, Warnsveld (nl), 16 February 2024 
Hans-Joachim Wendt, Schopfheim (de), 20 February 2024 
Wilhelmina Kasbergen, Nijmegen (nl), 23 February 2024 
Peter Müller, Wedemark (de), 26 February 2024 
Soca Kosuta, Sgonico (it), 27 February 2024 
Hannes Schibli, Zollikon (ch), 4 March 2024 
Irmgard Gysin, Basel (ch), 6 March 2024 
Marlo Jugler, Borchen (de), 6 March 2024 
Anneliese Niemann, Niefern-Öschelbronn (de), 6 March 2024 
Gail Biesantz, Basel (ch), 12 March 2024 
Irineu Panizzi, Canoas-RS (br), 14 March 2024 
Päivi Lappalainen, Lahti (fi), 16 March 2024 
Mechthild Damberger, Haar (de), 18 March 2024 
Helga Schönfelder, Freiburg (de), 19 March 2024 
Aron Knüpfer, Argenbühl (de), 20 March 2024 
Helen Dolby, Buckfastleigh (gb), 26 March 2024 
Ada Hemmi, Chur (ch), 27 March 2024 
Theo Megaw, Avontuur (za), 27 March 2024 
Karen de Ahna, Halle (de), 30 March 2024 
Kenneth Murray, Fraser (au), 30 March 2024

Correction:  
in Anthroposophy Worldwide 4/2024 Christa Schwarzwälder 
was wrongly reported as having passed away; she is alive'

  ■ Anthroposophical Society

– lines of text appearing on a screen as if 
they were written in the moment (reminis-
cent of the ‘writing on the wall’ in Daniel 
5:5…) – and the often-elaborate language 
cannot hide the fact that some of the con-
tent one reads has little to do with reality. 
It is therefore important that users are also 
‘intelligent’ so that they can judge the truth 
of the content generated (Anthroposophy 
Worldwide 10/2023).

Verification of sources

These considerations led to another main 
topic: awareness of the foundations of one’s 
own judgement-forming is prerequisite to 
the ability to seriously judge and query sour-
ces, be it in articles, books, broadcasts or 
other contexts. 

Playfully, by standing up at particular 
times, the participants made visible to each 
other which sources they tend to use, inclu-

ding quality/mainstream media, alternative 
media, Rudolf Steiner’s Complete Works, 
streaming services or the German detective 
series Tatort (crime scene). 

Scientific notations such as footnotes or 
source references are common today. That 
not a source reference as such guarantees 
correctness but the authenticity of the 
source mentioned is apparent from a book 
such as The Truth About Hansel and Gretel 
by Hans Traxler from the 1960s, a scientific 
parody purporting to tell the story of how 
a teacher uncovered archeological evidence 
of the ‘real’ Hansel and Gretel and providing 
a great number of footnotes.

The media representatives wondered 
how much awareness there is of the quality 
and authenticity of sources in anthroposo-
phical literature. Interesting examples were 
presented such as Werner Greub’s books 
about the location of the Parzival story at the 

Arlesheim hermitage, not far from the Goe-
theanum (CH), or Thomas Mayer’s book on 
finding the truth about the Ukraine war. For 
the participants this was less about judging 
whether something is true or false but about 
sensitizing oneself to structures of argu-
mentation and about learning to estimate 
degrees of seriousness and manipulation.

As well as a critical approach to sources, 
it needs common sense because not eve-
rything can be verified. And common sense 
can be developed through immersion in 
spiritual worlds in meditation, artistic acti-
vities and Goetheanism. | Sebastian Jüngel

Image Technology, photo: Michael Dziedzic/ Uns-
plash 
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  ■ Feature

Anthroposophy Studies at the Goetheanum

Human dignity and dehumanization
There are few places in Germany where human dignity on the one hand and dehuman-
ization on the other meet so closely: Weimar as a place of productive, humanist classi-
cism around Friedrich Schiller and Johann Wolfgang Goetheanum; nearby the former 
Buchenwald concentration camp from the National Socialist era. As part of Anthroposo-
phy Studies, seventeen students were exposed to these contrasts from April 10 to 12.

The trip leads through the light and darkness 
of German history. The students from the 
Anthroposophy Course at the Goetheanum 
visited Weimar and the Buchenwald Memo-
rial as part of their studies. As a group, they 
retraced the steps of individualities such as 
Schiller, Goethe and Steiner, as well as of 
Art Nouveau and Bauhaus artists. They also 
witnessed the remnants of the devastation 
of National Socialism.

Cultivation of the soul

Preparations for the trip began at the Goet-
heanum with introductions to the history 
of Weimar and its significance in Rudolf 
Steiner’s biography. Having arrived in Wei-
mar, the students gathered in front of the 
walls surrounding the garden of Goethe's 
house on Frauenplan, under the windows of 
Steiner's first residence in Weimar as a visi-
tor. He would later move to the city to carry 
out his work as editor of Goethe's scientific 
works, which he completed, as well as his 
book on Nietzsche (GA 5) and the Philosophy 
of Freedom (GA 4) - a book on which the 
students had worked intensively every day 
of the winter term.

Under the guidance of Peter Selg and 
Constanza Kaliks, the group was able to ap-
proach the artistic and philosophical works 
of Goethe and Schiller, Nietzsche, van de 
Velde and Walter Gropius. They began with 
Schiller's Letters on Aesthetic Education and 
a mention of Goethe's Tale of the Green 
Snake and the Beautiful Lily. By looking at 
Schiller's ideas on the interplay between the 
sense, form and play drives, the group were 
able to consider the role of artistic endeav-
our in the cultivation of the soul and how 
this can ultimately lead to freer societies. 
This set the tone for the visit to Goethe's 
houses (Gartenhaus and on Frauenplan), 
which seemed to us to be testimonies to 
their efforts to cultivate inner and outer 
spaces of inspiration, reflection and creativ-
ity in the service of human evolution. These 
interactive visits invited the students to re-
flect on who Goethe and Schiller may have 
been as people, their motivations behind 
their work and striving for cultural renewal. 

In the evening the group gathered at the Vil-
la Henneberg Waldorf Kindergarten, a beau-
tifully renovated Van de Velde building that 
was purchased by a group of young teachers 
shortly after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Di-
eter Rocktäschel kindly took us through the 
events leading up to the founding of the 
kindergarten during the reunification of Ger-
many as a joint effort by anthroposophists 
from West and East Germany. His testimony 
broadened the students' understanding of 
the complex history of the place. 
Art as resistance in the face of dehuman-
ization and evil

In the afternoon of the second day, the 
students' gaze turned to the fatal events 
of the 20th century, which were the result 
of the Nazi era in Germany. Starting at the 
Gauforum, Peter Selg introduced Hitler's 
interest in Weimar as a cultural centre and 
the rise of Nazism in the area. The group 
then travelled by bus to the outskirts of the 
former Buchenwald concentration camp, 
where over 270,000 people were imprisoned 
and over 55,000 died as a result of the Nazi 
regime between 1937 and 1944. Together we 
walked the Gedenkweg with quiet earnest-
ness. In the evening we realized that we had 
arrived at the gates of the camp exactly 79 
years after its liberation.

We made our way respectfully through 
the remains of the barracks, taking time to 
pay tribute to the many memorial stones 
erected in memory of so many lives. We 
visited the superbly curated and moving 
exhibition Means of Survival - Testimony 

- Work of Art - Pictorial Memory. Here, the 
group witnessed the artistic expressions 
of the prisoners, including secret paintings, 
sketches, sculptures and drawings - some 
from their time in Buchenwald, others in 
memory of their lives before imprisonment, 
and some created in the aftermath as sur-
vivors: art as resistance in the face of dehu-
manization and evil. 

As we left the exhibition, the students 
carefully placed their own artistic creations 
on the ground near the ‘small camp’: light 
catchers made of beeswax, prepared in their 
sculpture class at the Goetheanum. In the 

evening there was another round of sharing 
on questions of good and evil, responsibility 
and human dignity.

Approaching and processing contrasts

What is the meaning of such a journey for 
students of anthroposophy? Only the stu-
dents themselves can answer this question, 
and it will probably be some time before 
they are able to articulate the impact of the 
experience. The group expressed immense 
gratitude for the opportunity to approach 
these contrasts and complex questions and 
to carry them into their next steps at the 
Goetheanum and beyond. | Andrea de la 
Cruz, Goetheanum

Anthroposophy Studies 7 October 2014 to 20 Ju-
ne 2025, English, German (subject to a minimum 
number of participants). Web www.studium.goe-
theanum.ch/en/studies-on-campus 
Image Students in Weimar with Constanza Kaliks, 
photo: Andrea de la Cruz


